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According to an April 13 report by AP, conservationists are encouraged by President Fernando
Collor de Mello's appointment of Jose Lutzenberger as environment minister. The new minister
is a well-known ecologist. According to US researcher Philip Fearnside of the National Research
Institute in the Amazon, by 1988, 8% of the 2 million square mile Amazon rain forest had been
destroyed by ranchers and farmers. In an interview with AP, Johan Dalgas Frisch, head of the
Wildlife Preservation Association in Sao Paulo, said, "Lutzenberger is the right man in the right
place; nobody else has his credibility." Antonio Carlos de Oliveira of the ecology group Oikos
said: "He is superimportant, a legend. We all have the greatest respect and admiration for him."
Lutzenberger supports wind, solar and other non-industrial forms of energy over the huge
hydroelectric complexes of recent decades. During his first week as minister, Lutzenberger criticized
the Northern Rim project, which would create army posts to guard the jungle border, and promised
to review a decision permitting gold miners to settle on land claimed by the Yanomami Indians.
Lutzenberger, who holds an agronomy degree from the University of Louisiana, resigned as a
chemical company executive in the 1970s to join the ecology movement, and helped to establish
Brazil's first environmental protection group. He later founded an environmental consulting firm.
Next, Lutzenberger was active in lobbying for more stringent regulations on pesticide control
and for installation of anti-pollution filters at a cellolose plant in his native Rio Grande do Sul
state. Shortly after assuming his new post, Lutzenberger told reporters that the Amazon is a
problem which concerns "all of humanity." He said, "It concerns the continuation of life on this
planet. This requires not just plans for preservation, protection or parks. It requires fundamentally
rethinking our economic programs. "We must establish now an intensive and continuing dialogue
between the governments of the First World and the Third World on how we can collaborate to
save the last jungles." One method would be writing off part of Brazil's $114 billion foreign debt
against programs to preserve the Amazon, said Lutzenberger. The minister is opposed to the
implementation of a highway construction program that would link the western Amazon through
Peru to the Pacific.
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